
Ribbon Cliff - Ribbon Mesa
text and photos by Charlie Hickenbottom

! Looking for something a little different than Sage Hills or Saddlerock?  Perhaps something a little 
wilder, a little less traveled?  Look no further.  Ribbon Cliff and the ridge top above known as Ribbon Mesa 
might be of interest to you.  Itʼs located just a few miles north of Entiat, and youʼll have scramble routes and 
viewpoints pretty much all to yourself.  But be prepared for route finding and making your own way without 
constructed trails.  The slopes are steep, so consider trekking poles or even an ice ax to help provide a safe 
passage.  Allow a few hours up to a full day, depending upon your itinerary for the day.  Expect to gain about 
1500 vertical feet on rough terrain to reach the ridge top views.
! A hodgepodge of land ownership in the area suggests discriminate access and use.  Most of the land 
above Highway 97A belongs to either US Forest Service (USFS) or Washington State Fish & Wildlife 
(WDFW), with some private parcels immediately adjacent to the highway.  USFS and WDFS lands are open 
for recreation such as hiking/scrambling.  However, a new Chelan County PUD switchyard just south of 
Ribbon Cliff is off limits for public access.  An orchard to the north of Ribbon Cliff is posted as “no 
trespassing.”  WDFW land in this area follows the same winter restrictions as Sage Hills.  A voluntary closure 
period from December through March allows the land to be used for its primary purpose, mule deer habitat.  
Logical and compliant hikers can enjoy the spring wildflowers and viewpoints along the top of the cliffs 
anytime after April 1.  There are more pleasant places at higher elevations in the mountains to hike in the 
heat of summer.  Be aware of possibly sharing the area with hunters in the fall.

Goggle Earth overview showing Ribbon Cliffs, Highway 97A, 
scramble routes, orchard, and possible parking spots.
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! Another Google Earth view below provides more 
details about starting up the hillside from the south end of 
Ribbon Cliff.  From the parking spot right along side 
Highway 97A, head up the gully which is slightly to the 
north from the parking spot.  There is just a move or two 
of class 3 to get past a small cliff band part way up the 
gully.  If you are an experienced scrambler, this should 
provide no problems, but for someone unfamiliar with 
traveling off-trail, this might not be a comfortable route.  
Another possible scramble route a little farther to the 
north is unverified at the time of this writing.  Perhaps that 
will be the route on my next trip to Ribbon Cliff.
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(left) View looking up the gully from Highway 
97A from near the south end of Ribbon Cliff.

(below) Google Earth image showing details at 
the south end of Ribbon Cliff.



! If you begin from the 
parking spot along side 
Highway 97A just south of 
Ribbon Cliff, one logical target 
while ascending is to head 
towards the three large power 
poles that are a little below the 
larger more prominent red 
transmission tower.  Here you 
can begin walking on a service 
road used to construct the 
towers which heads northwest 
up the gully.  This road is visible 
in the Google Earth image on 
this page.  From anywhere 
along this road, you can head 
right and ascend to the ridge 
top.  A side-road leads towards 
the large red transmission 
tower on top of Point 1400ʼ+.  
High points farther north have 
loftier views, such as Point 
1880ʼ+ and Point 2040ʼ+, 
locations referenced from the 
USGS 7.5 Entiat quadrangle.
! The “full meal deal” 
continues along the ridge top 
until north of Point 2283ʼ, then 
descends east down an easy 
gully towards an orchard near 
Highway 97A.  Just before 
reaching the orchard you will 
come to a deer fence that has a 
gate to pass through.  You can 
walk along the highway to 
complete a loop back to your 
vehicle or perhaps come with a 

(left) View from on top of Ribbon 
Cliff looking south towards the red 
transmission tower.  Highway 97A 
and the Columbia River are far 
below.  Daroga State Park is 
visible across the river.

(above) Looking northwest from the south end of Ribbon Cliff.
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group in two vehicles to 
arrange a shuttle for a 
one-way hike.  If coming 
up from the south, you 
also have the option to 
just return as you have 
come, knowing you will 
have to down climb a 
short section of rock just 
above the highway. 
! If you are coming 
up from the south and 
heading north along the 
ridge top towards Point 
2121ʼ you will eventually 
come to a deer fence 
that is somewhat parallel 
to the ridge top.  Coming 
from the south you will 
be on the west side of 
the fence, preventing 
actually tagging Point 
2121ʼ, which is just a few 
yards to the east of the 
fence.  Farther north, this 
fence turns ninety 

(above) Looking north; Point 2121ʼ is just east of the deer fence.

Point 2121ʼ

(right) View from midway 
between Point 2121ʼ and Point 
2283ʼ, where the deer fence 
turns steeply downhill towards 
the orchard below.  Both 
photos taken in February, 2012 
when north facing slopes were 
still snow covered.  At that time 
I was unaware of the voluntary 
closure period from December 
through March for mule deer 
habitat.



degrees and heads steeply downhill towards the 
orchard.  Itʼs easy to continue north towards 
Point 2283ʼ, the highest point of Ribbon Mesa, 
and the easy descent gully that begins just north 
of Point 2283ʼ.
! Along Highway 97A just east of Ribbon 
Cliff is a large pullout which includes a geologic 
interpretive sign.  Itʼs interesting to note that long 
ago an earthquake in this area caused a 
landslide large enough to temporarily block the 
flow of the Columbia River.  Above the sign is a 
steep scramble route that provides a fairly direct 
line towards Point 2121ʼ on the ridge above.  
This route includes quite a bit of loose rocky 
terrain.  Use caution and consider coming down 
an alternate route rather than descending the 
same way.
! If reaching Point 2121ʼ from this route, 
note that you will be on the east side of the deer 
fence that runs along the top of the ridge.  Being 
on the east side of this fence means that the 
fence line will cut off access to Point 2283ʼ and 
the easiest route back down.
! On the next page is another Google Earth 
image showing the northernmost section of the 
Ribbon Cliff ridge.  Observe the fence line 
running parallel to the ridge top.  Farther to the 

(left) From just north of Point 2283ʼ, 
looking down the gully towards the 
orchard and Highway 97A.

(right) The fence gate just above the 
orchard, providing a transition from the 
slope above to Highway 97A.
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north the fence line changes direction and heads downhill towards the orchard below.  This fence line 
prevents connecting any of the routes shown in this image with Point 2283ʼ and the easiest gully route back 
down towards the orchard.  A line of communication has been established with Washington State Fish &

 Wildlife personnel.  A request 
to add a gate or two along the 
ridge line to allow more 
convenient access is 
pending.  For example, a gate 
near Point 2121ʼ would allow 
access to this high point 
when coming along the ridge 
top from the south.  A gate at 
the fence corner would allow 
access to Point 2283ʼ and the 
easy descent gully for anyone 
coming up routes on the east 
face of Ribbon Cliff.
! The northeast 
slopes of Ribbon Cliff are 
somewhat less steep than the 
east slope above the 
interpretive sign.  In the 
Google Earth image to the left 
note a primitive road grade 
above the parking spot.  This 
road dead ends partway up 
the slope, but is helpful to find 
and use.

(above) Top of Ribbon Cliff, showing deer fence and some possible scramble routes.
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(above) Google Earth image of northeast slopes of Ribbon Cliff.
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!
! Adventurous and experienced scramblers who explore Ribbon Cliffs will be rewarded with some 
special views.  Compared to Wenatchee-area favorites Sage Hills and Saddlerock, the slopes of Ribbon Cliff 
are much closer to the Columbia River.  From any of the viewpoints along the ridge top, the river below will 
dominate the view.  And if you have some extra time and energy available, you could roam far and wide 
beyond the top of Ribbon Mesa.  Perhaps Ribbon Cliff is an adventure just waiting for you.

(left) Ridge roaming 
possibilities 

beyond Ribbon 
Mesa.

(right) View looking north; Columbia 
River and Highway 97A below.


