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SUBJECT: BLACK ROCK TERRACE ESTATES RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION 

 

The mission statement for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) mandates 

that WDFW “preserve, protect and perpetuate fish, wildlife and ecosystems while providing 

sustainable fish and wildlife recreational and commercial opportunities”. With that in mind, 

WDFW reviewed the BLACK ROCK TERRACE ESTATES RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION, 

the development of two existing parcels totaling of approximately 13.16 acres to be subdivided 

into 18 single family lots, for potential impacts to fish, wildlife, their habitats and recreational 

opportunities and offers the following comments for the above referenced project at this time:  

 

WDFW staff participated in the development of the Wenatchee Foothills Community Strategy 

(WFCS), a community planning effort focused on developing a shared vision, goals, and an 

action plan for the Wenatchee Foothills. This document breaks down wildlife and habitat 

concerns - (1) loss of best habitat and sensitive species; (2) conflicts between recreational use 

and wildlife protection; and (3) changes in wildlife corridors and other environmentally sensitive 

areas. 

 

1) One of the on-going goals of the WFCS is Goal 2: Wildlife, Habitat and Open Space: 

Conserve a diversity and abundance of wildlife, habitat, and open-space features 

important to the ecological health of the Foothills. This includes: 

 

a. Support enforcement of the County’s critical area ordinances to better protect 

vegetation and water resources in riparian areas and other important upland 

habitats.  

b. Protect sensitive habitat areas, wildlife corridors, and critical natural resources of 

public value through methods such as purchase, donation, easements, land 

exchanges, and the use of innovative planning tools such as open space 

designation, density bonuses, or transfer of development rights. 

 

The WFCS includes information regarding areas to focus development, modeling for 

mule deer habitat and can be used as a resource to inform potential impacts. 

 

2) The Subdivision Proposal currently does not address the habitat lost for Mule Deer 

Winter Range. Habitat loss should be evaluated of the winter range normally occupied 

and the cumulative effect. Losses will result from the physical conversation of habitat 

into development, but more so cumulatively from the on-going disturbance created by the 

development.  Loss of habitat and fragmented habitat further increase impacts to wildlife 

during critical seasonal time periods. Cumulative loss of habitat creates the long term loss 

of habitat and disturbance.   
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3) The development is located within the “Unplowed Roads 200 m Buffer” on Map B1, 

page 53 of the WFCS. Map B1 identifies areas of potential disturbance to ungulates 

based on human activity on trails and roads and around homes. The buffers were created 

based on a review of the literature conducted by Dave Volsen, WDFW Wildlife District 

Biologist. Distance to roads and trails is important, whether the trail is above or below the 

ungulate, and the presence of dogs (on or off-leash) plays a big role in disturbance 

response. Dave recommended buffer distances of 200 meters for trails and unplowed 

winter roads, and 500 meters for plowed winter roads. 

 

4) WDFW expects that the developer would consider options to reduce human-wildlife 

conflict and utilize appropriate wildlife fencing to minimize the impact from the future 

homes. The burden to resolve ungulate conflict should not fall to WDFW. Measures to 

minimize and mitigate impacts such as covenants and limitations are examples of options 

to consider. Additionally, please refer to the WDFW Living with Wildlife – Deer 

guidance document. 

 

If you have any questions, please call me at 509-429-9285. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Amanda Barg 

WDFW Region 2 Habitat Biologist 

 

Cc:  James Brown, WDFW Region 2 Director  

Carmen Andonaegui, WDFW Region 2 Habitat Program Manager 

David Volsen, WDFW Region 2, District Wildlife Biologist, Wenatchee 


